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The scale of pharmacy education increased dramatically. 

Current Situation of Pharmacy 
Education in China

Pharmacy TCM Clinical Pharmacy

Pharmacy education goes always along Pharmaceutical 
engineering-orientated trend.

Total number of Pharmacy-related 
specialties from 1977 to 2015
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Pharmaceutical manufacturing 
company (49.83%)

Continuous education as 
postgraduates (21.05%)

Pharmacists in medical 
institution (7.2%)

Others (oversea study, drug 
administration department, et al )

Research institutions 
(4.11%)

Average employment percentage for  pharmaceutical undergraduates

The area of employment  for pharmacy education mainly falls 
in pharmaceutical manufacturing companies,  medical 
institution, research institution, continuous study, et al. 

Current Situation of Pharmacists in China

Professional Area
No.

(2015.12)

Licensed 
Pharmacists

(2016.3)

Pharmaceutical 
manufacturing companies

5,065 2,982

Drug selling companies 13,508 33,350

Hospitals
28,072

2,804 
(420,000)

Drug stores 448,057 218,497

Total 494,702 257,633

Prediction of Pharmacist Demanded in USA, Japan and China 
in 2020

China

974 thousand pharmacists will 
be needed to offer the 
pharmaceutical services in 
China in 2020 by using an 
established predicting model.   
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Pharmaceutical care-oriented talents will be a huge 
demand in the future.

The reformation of pharmacy education from 
pharmaceutical engineering-oriented  to ,or enlarging 
the scale of, pharmaceutical care-oriented one is 
urgently needed in China.

CONCLUSIONS


